
 
Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was 

going back to God, rose from supper.  (John 13:3) !
The wind blows to the south and goes around to the north, around and around goes the wind, and on its 

circuits the wind returns. (Ecclesiastes 1:6) 
__________ !

1:1 The words of the Preacher… this word means ‘The Collector.’ or ‘The Assembler’.  He’s gathering 
things together, then sharing them with an assembly, with a group of people. That’s what 
Ecclesiastes is.  The Preacher is gathering truth, and sharing it.   !
Jesus said, “Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that proceeds from the mouth of 
God.”(Matthew 4:4)  As we read through Ecclesiastes, we see from the thoroughness with which he 
gathers and communicates, that this Preacher, this Assembler,  isn’t content with bread alone.  He 
wants more.  He wants the depth and the breadth of wisdom.  Are we too content at times, happy to 
settle for a little when there’s so much more?  !
We also see this gathering wasn’t just an intellectual exercise; he wasn’t just gathering ideas.  The 
Preacher knew God, and he’s gathering truth that he’s gained through his relationship with God.  
He gets that truth both through simple dialogue with God (prayer and meditation), and through 
living life itself, in the real world, with God.  That’s why he has wisdom, not just knowledge.  
Wisdom means knowledge applied to real life.  Anyone can get wisdom.  You don’t have to be a 
brain-box!  You have to live life, with God.   !
1:1 the son of David, king in Jerusalem.    The Preacher is King Solomon, son of King David. Solomon 
had received the heritage of his father, who had fought and battled to establish Jerusalem as God’s 
city, for the sake of God’s honour.  Because David had fought those battles and won that ground, 
there was a heritage to pass on to his son Solomon; not just a physical heritage of the city and the 
throne, but also a spiritual  one.  Solomon’s other name was Jedediah - which means “Loved by 
God.”  His father David’s love for God had paved the way for Solomon to be loved by God - that is, 
to experience and know the love of God.  With that heritage, and the love of God flowing to him, 
Solomon was able to take his father’s work further.  He builds the temple, he establishes Jerusalem 
as a magnificent city, and he writes and bequeaths books of tremendous wisdom to us.  He received 
a heritage, and he passed on a heritage.  As did Jesus, who received a heritage from His Heavenly 
Father and passed it on.   What kind of heritage are you drawing from?  And what kind of heritage 
are you passing on?  !!
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1:2 All is vapour…  Solomon gets right to the point with his opening remark here.  The whole book is 
summed up when we take this verse together with the very last verse in the book (which we will 
look at soon.)  Life, if it ends at the grave, is like a vapour.  Pointless and utterly meaningless.  No 
matter what you achieve, what you become, what you experience, it all comes to nothing when you 
die.  IF life ends at the grave, then it’s ALL meaningless, it’s all vapour.   !
1:3-4 A generation goes, and a generation comes, but the earth remains forever.  Walking home the other 
day, I looked at our row of houses.  They’ve stood there for two hundred years.  The people that 
have lived in them have come and gone. I often wonder who they were. The buildings stay.  I 
passed under a large oak tree near our house.  How many hundreds, even thousands have over the 
centuries passed under and admired it?   The trees stand, but people come and go.  The earth 
remains; each person, each generation comes and goes.  At least, each generation comes and goes 
from this earthly life. !
1:5-6  Around and around goes the wind. There is a common saying:  “What goes around, comes 
around”.  This constant cycle of the life of the planet, of the sun and the wind, just keeps on 
happening.  But each person is like vapour appearing in it for just a short time.   !
1:7  Just like the sun always sets and rises in its cycle, and the wind goes on its cycle, so the rivers 
keep filling up in an endless cycle;  because of evaporation and rain water flows from them and is 
returned to them. !
How do all those cycles, those routines of nature, even the routines of your life, make you feel?  
Going round in circles, or going somewhere? !
1:8  Those cycles of life that just keep repeating, those routines, can be a real comfort - giving us a 
structure, a predictable framework to live life in.  Like listening to a song where you know it will 
come back to the chorus and you can join in.   !
Or, to a person who’s not completely free in their heart, these routines can be most depressing, 
making them feel constrained and forced into an unsatisfying pattern that they can’t get out of.  The 
routines of life go on, there’s no escaping from them, yet still you’re not satisfied.   !
The ‘daily grind’ can be a curse or blessing - depending on where you’re coming from and where 
you’re going.  If you don’t know God, it’s a reminder that your life will come to an end, and that 
meanwhile you have to spend your time on things that are ultimately pointless.   But If you do 
know God, it’s all part of this chapter of your life, of your relationship with God. And it all, even the 
daily grind contributes to your relationship with Him.  !
But we all know that not everything is routine and predictable.  There’s a lot in life that seems 
random, haphazard, just by chance.  Unpredictable.  Unstable.  Some of that can be pleasant, but 
much can be unpleasant.  Christianity is about finding security in God in the middle of this very 
unstable world.      !
But if we’re going to do that, to find God and His order in the middle of the random, unpredictable 
disorder of this life, it takes action on our part.  We have to do something.   Draw near to God, and He 
will draw near to you.  (James 4:8) !
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One person can find himself randomly in a very difficult situation and become discontented and 
unsatisfied.  Another person can find himself in exactly the same situation and it can be the making 
of them.  The first person remains away from God and just lives, unsatisfied, in the random 
brokenness of life.  The other draws near to God and finds that He’s a stable anchor and a sure help 
in this unpredictable life.    In fact he finds that through it all he can come to know God even more.  
As the Psalms say, “Going through the valley of weeping they use it for a well.” (Psalm 84:6) !
Whether it’s the daily grind, or whether it’s random unpredictable circumstances, we can go round 
in circles, or we can go somewhere with it.   !
1:9-10  There is nothing new under the sun.  This is one of those well-known sayings that come directly 
from Ecclesiastes.   Technology changes.   Fashions change.  Music changes.  National boundaries 
change.  But life itself can always be boiled down to the same things.  Love and hate, fear and hope, 
tears and laughter, birth, ageing and death; these things always have been and always will be.  
There’s truly nothing new.   No matter where, or when, or how you live.  Above all, what people 
need doesn’t change, what they’re really looking for doesn’t change, and what the answers are, 
doesn’t change.   !
1:11 There is no remembrance… neither will there be any remembrance…   This is the knock-out shot.  You 
live and die.  Your life feels so meaningful while it’s going on.  All your relationships and activities 
feel so important to you.  But you’ll die, and ultimately no-one will remember.   !
Let’s face it, some of us can’t even remember what we did yesterday, let alone all the details that 
make life feel so important!  Billions of people are dead and gone and we don’t know anything 
about them whatsoever.  Many were well-known in their time and place.  But not now.   !
I’m 41 years old and only now, in recent weeks, have my siblings and I been finding things out 
about who our grandparents were; finding out some facts and sorting them out from the myths.  
But even all that only scratches the surface.    We can only get a glimpse of people who lived before 
us.   !
Recently we bought an old piano.  It was built in about 1906.  It’s sitting in our living room.  I 
wonder at times, who was its first ever owner?  What was their life like?  Did they play it every day, 
or not much at all?  What events happened in their lives that the piano sat silently witnessing?  And 
who owned it after them?  What were they like?  Now it’s ours.  Who will own it after us?  Will they 
know anything much about us?  Anything at all?  Probably not.   !
Solomon observes that the past is gone.  And the things that haven’t happened yet, will happen, 
and then they’ll be over, and people who come afterwards will know nothing about it. !
He’s not trying to be depressing!  He’s being real.  This is the way life works. !
But, it’s only part of the picture.  To see the whole, we’ve got to look through the lens of the last 
verse in the book.  12:14 For God will bring every deed into judgement, with every secret thing, whether 
good or evil.     In God, every single little detail matters.  It matters for what God is doing now on the 
earth, and it counts right into eternity.  Nothing is forgotten! !!
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1:12-14 I applied my heart…  In Hebrew this means everything a person is.  His whole heart, mind, 
soul and strength.  Solomon was wholehearted about this.  He put his whole self into this search for 
wisdom.  Because he did that, he can truly say  I have seen everything that’s done under the sun.  In 
other words, his eyes are wide open to all that’s going on.   !
Most people don’t have the courage to do that.  To have eyes wide open to everything going on.  To 
look at life for what it really is.  How many of us really have the courage to do that?  Are we really 
awake enough to do that?  Really, most of us go round with our eyes closed much of the time.   !
That can be a healthy thing - sometimes in order to focus, we have to ignore much of what clamours 
for our attention.  Sometimes it’s not good to have your eyes open - to see everything - because you 
need to be able to  focus on what God has put in front of you and not get distracted.  We live in such 
a distracted culture.  Big things, little things, those things steal from us if we allow them to.  !
But there’s a place in relationship with God where your heart, like Solomon’s,  is fixed on Him, so 
your eyes can be wide open and it doesn’t distract you.  Solomon was in that place for a time.   !
You have to walk closely enough with God for your eyes to be kept open.  As the Psalmist said, 
“You hold my eyelids open.”  (Ps 77:4).   !
It takes courage for our eyes to be open not just to the world,  but also to the Kingdom of God.   !
Solomon was tuned in to both those things.  I have seen everything that is done under the sun, and 
behold, all is vanity and a striving after wind. (1:14) For God will bring every deed into judgement, with 
every secret thing, whether good or evil. (12:14)   !
1:15 What is crooked cannot be made straight… No matter what politicians claim they’ll do, no matter 
what false prophets promise (whether religious or secular), there are crooked things in this world 
that just can’t be made straight.  There are things that just can’t be fixed, without the heart of things 
being transformed, and only God can do that.    And there are things about life that will not be 
fixed; they await a new heaven and a new earth. !
What is lacking cannot be counted…  It’s impossible to measure what’s missing from life, there’s so 
much that’s lacking.  It’s better to find your portion in God and let Him satisfy you. His love is better 
than life (Psalm 63:3).  !
1:16-17 I applied my heart to know wisdom and to know madness and folly.  ‘Madness’ is a Hebrew 
synonym for foolish behaviour, while ‘folly’ means foolish ideas.  Solomon set about trying to  ‘get 
his head around’  both wise and foolish behaviour and ideas.  He tried to grasp all that.   !
What did he find?  It was impossible to really grasp it.  It was like trying to catch the wind.  It’s bad 
enough trying to catch a piece of paper that’s being blown away by the wind, let alone the wind 
itself!  There’s something very elusive about it!    As Solomon pursued this wisdom, he found that 
he could never lay hold on it fully - there was always something escaping him.   !
And he saw that the more you find out, the more your heart is weighed down with sadness.  (1:18).   
Just watch the news all the way through to see how that works.  You get more knowledge - and 
with it more sadness.      
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!
But, since Solomon was truly wise,  his pursuit of wisdom wasn’t pointless.  We can gain wisdom 
from what he has to say here. !
I have acquired great wisdom… The Hebrew here literally means, “My heart has seen much wisdom 
and knowledge.”  This is a lesson for us.  He’s already acquired and seen great wisdom.  But he’s 
not content to stop there, with what he’s got.  He wants to take this wisdom and increase it. And 
He’s wholehearted about his quest.   !
Is he doing this primarily for himself?  No.  He’s the Preacher, the Assembler, the one who gathers 
truth and then shares that with an assembly, with other people.  He searched in order to better 
understand His Heavenly Father’s world.   The book he wrote from the search was designed to 
instruct God’s people; it was for our benefit, indeed for the benefit of all mankind.  It’s a blessing to 
us that he assessed life in this way and drew the conclusions that he did.  It wasn’t a selfish search.   
If you want wisdom, just for yourself, rather than so it can feed your love for God and help you 
serve others, you won’t get real wisdom.  The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom (Proverbs 
9:10).  Wisdom starts with Him and leads to Him.   !
True wisdom is about seeing what is happening ‘under the sun’ and also in the Kingdom of God. 
And seeing that the two are wrapped up in each other. !
If we seek this wisdom, we find it’s not a striving after the wind- because we can grasp things 
solidly.  But in another way it is a striving after wind, because there’s always more.  The more you 
know, the more you realise you don’t know.    But that’s a good thing, because it keeps your 
relationship with God wide open; it’s an adventure with Him.   !
Likewise, when it comes to knowledge increasing sorrow, the more you know, the more your heart 
is both weighed down with sadness and lifted up with joy.  The more your heart breaks over the 
brokenness of this world, the more you can sense the sweetness of  the presence of God in the midst 
of it all.    The longer you walk with the Lord, the more your heart breaks over sin - including your 
own; but  the more you delight in His love, power and mercy.   
   
Rather than going round in circles, circles of knowledge and sorrow and escapism, we can be 
headed somewhere through all these things -on a path of wisdom and fellowship with our Father.   !
To return to the verses I opened with:  The wind blows to the south and goes around to the north, around 
and around goes the wind, and on its circuits the wind returns (Ecclesiastes 1:6) Jesus, knowing that the 
Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going back to God, rose 
from supper.  (John 13:3)  Which of those are you?  Going round in circles, or in everything going to 
the Father?   

__________ !
The Father is our source and our destination.  He’s where we’ve come from, and where we’re going.  !
If we’re cut off from those two reference points, then life becomes monotonous and very difficult to 
bear.  When there is no Father, your life has nowhere to go.      !
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But with Father, you know where you’ve come from, and where you’re going.  Not just at the end, 
but now, in every moment.    Where everything you are, everything you do, is unto Him!  !
Some of us haven’t really seen that.  Or not to the degree we need to.   I encourage you to open your 
heart wide in this moment, lift your eyes and look into the Face of your Father.  Understand as you 
move forward in your life that you’ve come from the Father and you’re going to the Father; that 
your  whole life is lived unto Him.    As you do, your life is going to take on a new strength, a new 
vulnerability, and a new beauty.   !!
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